
Peruvian Textile 

From: Awana Kancha, Cusco Peru 

Size: 45” x 57”  

Estimated value: $5,000 

The diamond and zigzag in this textile are 

traditional and the plant motifs are of 

colonial origin.  

About Awana Kancha 

Awana Kancha is a living museum in the Andes where 

tourists can see llamas, alpacas, and vicunas, and buy 

textiles. These include Euro-American style clothing, locally 

woven indigenous style warp-patterned textiles, and tapestry 

woven textiles whose design is based on historical examples. 

The Peruvian Andes have a lot to teach us in how they co-

existed with nature and other cultures.  

Awana Kancha means “The Palace of the Weaver” in 

Quechua language. Since 1989 it has functioned as an 

atelier, showroom and museum showcasing textiles that 

represent a valuable heritage for Peru and the world. 

Authentic weavers from villages around Cusco have 

showcased handmade textiles using ancestral weaving techniques, iconography and local products to 

achieve unique colors and old ways of production. Artisans use homemade tools, 100 percent vegetable and 

mineral dyes, natural fibers. Traditional dying is accomplished using clay pots, fermented urine and leaves, 

fruits and seeds from Chillca, Ccolle, Tayanka and Chapi plants. Four species of South American camelids 

(alpaca, llama, vicuña and guanaco) can be seen here all in one place. Artisans show visitors the different 

processes used to transform the fibers, the weaving and dying techniques. Visitors see first hand the types of 

looms, tools and processes used by the pre-Columbian cultures. Weaving is around 4000 years old in the 

Andes. The earliest textiles to have been found in Peru are from the dry desert coast, not the highlands 

where Cuzco and Awana Kancha is located. Awana Kancha promotes these traditions as an option for a 

sustainable and dignified lifestyle, with the belief that people should be able to make a living by continuing 

the traditions of their ancestors.  

 

Find more information at: https://www.awanakancha.com/  


