
Tamsin Wolff 
Carefree, AZ 
tamsynart@gmail.com 
 
As a Studio Art Major at Towson University, Tamsin majored in American Crafts: ceramics, fibers and textiles. For 
several years she was represented by Tomlinson Galleries in Baltimore before relocating to Washington DC. After 
teaching art K-8, she completed the MA Museum Education Program at GW and became a museum educator in six 
different museums on the East Coast with collections in art, history, technology and natural history. Museums tell 
stories and identify meanings in objects. The same storytelling mindset carries over into the work she now creates – in 
reaction to travel, museum experiences or life in general. Her nest-making process is similar to contemporary basketry 
utilizing wire, copper tubing, fibers, and paper wrapped or painted eggs.  Her mixed media wall nest series such as 
“Goose Bumps” and “Protected Feather” are wired for hanging and transition from 2-D to 3-D incorporating vintage and 
handmade paper collage with real goose eggs or feathers encased in a glass “egg.” Birds use whatever they have at 
hand! All kinds of materials find their way into Tamsin’s reinterpreted "nests" that are informed by natural history 
photography of actual wildlife habitats. 
 
“I enjoy the problem-solving nature of creating art and collaborating with others in creative project teams. I spend about 
50% of my time creating art on a commission basis or to support museums, educational 501c3s and other non-profits. 
I continue to collaborate with museums and cultural organizations as an arts advocate and to develop exhibits and 
programming that lifts all voices.” 

This artwork is being donated as a way to give 100% to the mission of the Desert 
Foothills Land Trust. 

“Crow’s Nest”          
  
Mixed media and measures 5 x 5 x 3 

“Pure forms have pure intentions. The intention of an egg is to give life. It’s a 
simple fact. And the intention of a nest is to protect the egg.” author Jean Fremon. 

Crows are protected under the Migratory Bird Act of 1918. It is illegal to physically 
harm a crow or to destroy an active nest. On ships, trains, or in hunting a crow's nest provides a good lookout point. If 
you have crows nesting in your neighborhood, watch how the extended family unit works together to raise the young. 
Crows are often taken for granted but can be fascinating to watch and lay 1-6 eggs.  

The coloration and pigment pattern of the eggs can vary widely even within a single clutch with eggs being bluish-
green to pale olive and variously marked with brown and gray and can vary from almost unmarked sky blue to very 
heavily blotched or spotted dark green. In size they average about 1.5 inches. Eggs may be laid as soon as the nest is 
finished but some crows may wait two weeks or more between completion of the nest and laying the first egg. Eggs 
are usually laid one a day, generally in the late morning, with occasionally a day or two skipped between eggs. The 
female will generally begin incubation of the eggs before all of them have been laid, usually beginning to sit 
continuously after the laying of the third egg. This results in an interval between the hatching of the first and last bird of 
about 3 days. The female commonly is the only one of the pair that incubates the eggs, which hatch after about 18 
days. 
 
One of the more common misconceptions about birds is that they actually live in nests like humans live in houses or, at 
the very least, sleep in them at night. In reality, birds use nests only to incubate eggs and to hold the young birds until 
they are ready, or almost read to fly (fledge). After the young have fledged, the nest is generally abandoned, either 
permanently or until the next breeding period. Crows nests are actually quite large, measuring up to two feet or more in 
diameter and nine or more inches high. Within this large outer structure is a smaller interior “cup” composed of softer 
materials about six or seven inches.  
 
“All kinds of materials and colors find their way into my reinterpreted "nests" that are informed by wildlife habitats – in 
this case, the crow’s green eggs and inner nest cup. My intention here was to create a streamlined, more 
contemporary nest to protect this egg. It is made of wood with fluid acrylic paint pouring techniques followed by a 
coating of protective art resin.”  
You can view more of Tamsin's work at https://www.groundfloorartists.com/tamsin-wolff-page 

 

Crows eggs in nature 


